The development of a computerized LAN-based investigational drug information database.
A computerized LAN-based investigational drug information database, IRxBase, was developed at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center to facilitate healthcare professionals' access to investigational drug information. Healthcare professionals at the medical center were surveyed to identify current problems in accessing investigational drug information. The survey reflected that before the implementation of the database, the medical center lacked a systematic approach to providing protocol-specific investigational drug information. Although investigational drug information software programs are commercially available, they provide limited information and few are protocol-specific. IRxBase offers an efficient means for the widespread provision of investigational drug information with advantages of accessibility, ongoing data entry, and preservation of confidentiality.